
Page 1 

Prayer Diary 
October 2018 

Into a Shared Future  -  

Diocese of Coventry Centenary Conference  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
On Saturday 3rd November from 10am to 4pm the Diocese of CoventryΩs Centenary 

Conference will take place at Coventry Cathedral. Entitled Lƴǘƻ ŀ {ƘŀǊŜŘ CǳǘǳǊŜ, the 

day aims to offer a vision for the next 100 years for the Diocese of Coventry. We will 

be developing the themes of: 

¶ Whole Diocese—working together for God; 

¶ Reconciliation—participating in and with God; 

¶ Deepening Faith—receiving from God. 

The day will include worship, keynote speakers, a light lunch and a choice of 

workshops. 

Tickets will cost £15 (including lunch), however until the 30th September we are 

offering tickets at the reduced price of £7.50. Go to www.cov100.org/

centenaryconference to book.  
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Meet the new Readers for 2018 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Saturday 22nd September, new Readers were admitted and licensed by Bishop John 
during a special Reader celebration service at Coventry Cathedral. The new Readers have 
undertaken a course of study and training and now serve in parishes across the diocese. 
 

Jonathan Broom is a Reader at St Botolphs Newbold-on-Avon 
and St JohnΩs Long Lawford. He was born in Leamington Spa, but 
grew up in Long Lawford attending the village school. After living 
and working in the USA he returned to a career in Business 
Development for major UK tourist attractions and then spent 
many years as a Police Officer. He loves bringing the joy of 
Christian worship to youngsters and is committed to helping the 
congregations of both churches deepen their knowledge of 
scripture and reach out to their local communities supporting 
those in need. 

Amanda di Giovanni is a Reader at St MarkΩs in Leamington 
Spa, where she has worshipped for 20 years since moving from 
London. She taught Science for 12 years before her children 
were born and currently works part time in the St MarkΩs 
Church office. Amanda is also a Small Group Coordinator and 
now that her training is finished is keen to devote more time to 
supporting and equipping others to grow as disciples of Christ.  
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Cycle of Prayer - October 2018 
With a focus on parishes and schools in Warwick and Leamington Deanery 

Mon 1   All Saints CofE Junior School, Warwick. Headteacher: Debi Cossins. We pray for 
God's blessing on the staff, teachers, pupils and governors of this community. 
*Remigius, Bishop of Rheims, Apostle of the Franks, 533 
*Anthony Ashley Cooper, Earl of Shaftesbury, Social Reformer, 1885     

Tue 2   Today Bishop John is instituting the Revd Becky Jones as Vicar of St Mary's 
Church in Leamington Spa. We pray for Becky and her family as they settle into 
life at St Mary's.  
We pray for the Bishop's Council which meets this evening.     

Wed 3   
Cubbington. Clergy: Graham Coles. We give thanks for the joy of working with 
the schools in our parish. For Open the Book, weekly assemblies and the 
Crossteach activities held in the church. Please pray for God's blessing on our 
parent and children's group which have started again after the holidays. May 
we see even more families coming to hear about Jesus. 

    

Thu 4   Cubbington CofE Primary School. Headteacher: Juliet Jones. We pray for God's 
blessing on the staff, teachers, pupils and governors of this community. 
We pray for the Bishop's Core and Extended Staff teams which meet today. 
*Francis of Assisi, Friar, Deacon, Founder of the Friars Minor, 1226     

Fri 5   
St Paul's, Warwick. Clergy: Jonathan Hearn. We pray for God's blessing upon 
the church members and the local community. 
Today marks World Smile Day, a day to do one act of kindness and make 
someone smile! Please pray that God will guide you to do an act of kindness 
today. 

    

Sat 6   St Nicholas, Warwick. Clergy: Linda Duckers, Anita Morgan. Reader: Fiona 
Trewick. We pray for God's blessing upon the church members and the local 
community. 
*William Tyndale, Translator of the Scriptures, Reformation Martyr, 1536     

Sun 7   
Whitnash, St. Margaret's and Warwick Gates. Clergy: Richard Suffern, Andy 
Shearn, Steve Davies. Reader: Henry Jerwood. The establishment of a weekly 
community cafe has been a big encouragement this year. Over 50 people of all 
ages attend. Please pray for the associated Alpha course. For our outreach to 
new and established communities.  

Nineteenth 
Sunday after 

Trinity 
  

Mon 8   
Bishop's Tachbrook. Clergy: Elaine Scrivens and those with PTO Jenny Lister 
and Christine Pollard. We give continue to give thanks for the success of the 3 
Cs Cafe and Crafts at St Chad's. Please pray that as our parish expands with 
many new houses being built we will be examples of Christ's love to our new 
neighbours.  

    

Tue 9   
This week is Baby Loss Awareness Week. We pray for bereaved parents, family 
members and friends who will be remembering the all-too-brief lives of their 
babies this week.  
*Denys, Bishop of Paris, and his Companions, Martyrs, c.250 
*Robert Grosseteste, Bishop of Lincoln, Philosopher, Scientist, 1253 

    

Wed 10   
Today is World Mental Health Day. This year's theme is young people and 
mental health in a changing world. We pray for all young people struggling 
with mental health problems. 
*Paulinus, Bishop of York, Missionary, 644 
*Thomas Traherne, Poet, Spiritual Writer, 1674 

    

Thu 11   
Bishop's Tachbrook CofE Primary School. Headteacher: Andy Brettell. We pray 
for God's blessing on the staff, teachers, pupils and governors of this 
community.  
*Ethelburga, Abbess of Barking, 675 
*James the Deacon, companion of Paulinus, 7th century 

    

Fri 12   
St John's, Leamington. Clergy: Stephen Parker. Reader: Chris Parry.  We pray 
for God's blessing upon the church members and the local community. 
*Wilfrid of Ripon, Bishop, Missionary, 709 
*Elizabeth Fry, Prison Reformer, 1845 
*Edith Cavell, Nurse, 1915 

    

Sat 13   St Paul's CofE Primary School, Leamington. Headteacher: Matthew Brown. We 
pray for God's blessing on the staff, teachers, pupils and governors of this 
community.  
*Edward the Confessor, King of England, 1066     

Sun 14   
All Saints, Emscote. Clergy: Diane Thompson. Readers: Andrew Giles, Margaret 
Douglas. We thank God for our community links and for diverse ways of 
belonging to All Saints. Please pray for: the MakeLunch team & for families 
involved and The Big Knitted Christmas Tree project and for its big unveiling on 
1st December with Community Carols. 

Twentieth 
Sunday after 

Trinity 
  

Mon 15   Budbrooke. Clergy: David Brown. Readers: Martin Davies, Bob Dubock, 
Raymond Filby. We pray for God's blessing upon the church members and the 
local community. 
*Teresa of Avila, Teacher of the Faith, 1582     
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Tue 16   
This week is National Adoption Week. We thank God for all those who are 
adoptive parents and we pray for the 3000 children in England who are 
currently waiting for the right adoptive parents.  
We pray for the Diocesan Trustees who meet this afternoon. 
*Nicholas Ridley and Hugh Latimer, Reformation Martyrs, 1555 

    

Wed 17   
Today is the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty. This day has 
been observed every year since 1993 when the United Nations General 
Assembly designated the day to promote awareness of the need to eradicate 
poverty and destitution. We pray for all those who live in poverty. 
*Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch, Martyr, c.107 

    

Thu 18   
Today is the formal opening of St Gabriel's Church of England Primary School 
in Houlton. We pray for all the new staff, pupils and governors who are 
creating this new school community.  
We pray for the Diocesan Advisory Committee for the Care of Churches 
(DAC). 

Luke the 
Evangelist 

  

Fri 19   Today is Conflict Resolution Day. It promotes the awareness of conciliation, 
mediation and other ways of dealing with conflict using peaceful methods.  
We pray for those known to us who are facing conflict. 
*Henry Martyn, Translator of the Scriptures, Missionary in India and Persia     

Sat 20   
St Mark's, Leamington. Clergy: Jo Parker. Readers: Richard Bacon, Marie 
Calvert. We pray for God's blessing upon the church members and the local 
community.     

Sun 21   
Today Bishop John will be leading a confirmation service at Allesley Park. We 
pray for the candidates being confirmed. Please pray that their faith will be 
broadened and deepened as they go out in the power of the Spirit.  

Twenty-first 
Sunday after 

Trinity 
  

Mon 22   
All Saints, Leamington. Clergy: Christopher Wilson. Please pray for our town 
centre in its evident contrasts of prosperity and need, and for the releasing of 
the resources of the Church to share the love of Christ in word and deed. Pray 
also for students settling in locally, especially the lonely and the lost, for 
outreach among them and for funds to repair the church. 

    

Tue 23   
St Mary's, Warwick. Clergy: Vaughan Roberts. Assistant Curate: Alycia Timmis. 
Reader: Doreen Mills. We thank God for our Churchwardens, PCC and all who 
share in the ministry of St Mary's Church. Please pray for our curate as she 
starts her new role as Chaplain to Warwick School & all working on our 
Christmas Tree Festival and Warwick Poppies 2018. 

    

Wed 24   
St Mary's, Leamington. Clergy: Becky Jones. We thank God for the continued 
growth of St. Mary's even during an Interregnum and especially for the 
growth in children and youth ministry. We pray for: 1. Our new vicar and her 
family as she settles into St. Mary's 2. The development of our new vision 
and strategy for the next few years. 

    

Thu 25   
Lillington and Old Milverton. Clergy: William Smith, Rosemary Pantling, Sue 
Fairhurst, Felicity Smith. Reader: Roderick Clark. Ordinand in training: Abby 
Rhodes. We give thanks for the arrival of our new incumbent William and 
pray for him as he begins his ministry amongst us.  
*Crispin and Crispinian, Martyrs at Rome, c.287 

    

Fri 26   
Over the next three days Bishop John will be leading a retreat at Launde 
Abbey entitled "Starting Again". We pray for Bishop John and all who are 
attending this retreat. 
*Alfred the Great, King of the West Saxons, Scholar, 899 
*Cedd, Abbot of Lastingham, Bishop of the East Saxons, 664 

    

Sat 27   
St Margaret's CofE Junior School, Whitnash. Headteacher: Sukie Owers. We 
pray for God's blessing on the children, staff, families and governors of this 
community.     

Sun 28   St Paul's, Leamington. Clergy: Jonathan Jee, Adam Tams. Please pray for the 
missional discipleship training planned for the autumn term and for the staff 
team as they welcomed three new full time staff members and two interns at 
the beginning of September. 

Simon and 
Jude, Apostles 

  

Mon 29   
Today is World Psoriasis Day. Psoriasis affects over 125 million people around 
the world. We pray that World Psoriasis Day raises the profile of this 
debilitating disease and increases awareness of the effect it has on people's 
lives.  
*James Hannington, Bishop of Eastern Equatorial Africa, Martyr, 1885 

    

Tue 30   
Holy Trinity, Leamington. Clergy: Christopher Wilson, Esther Peers. We pray 
for God's blessing upon the church members and the local community. 
We pray for the Diocesan Board of Education which meets today.     

Wed 31   
We pray today for Bishop Christopher who is chairing the AGM of Dudley 
Lodge Family Assessment Centre and St Faith's Centre in Coventry. Dudley 
Lodge is a charity that helps parents and children stay together by teaching 
parents how to look after their children. We pray for their important work. 
*Martin Luther, Reformer, 1546 
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Charon Hall is a Reader in the Revel Benefice, which covers 
villages to the east of Coventry. Charon was brought up in Rutland 
and moved to Coventry when her husband took a job  with 
Coventry Council. Charon initially joined The Revel as a 
churchwarden at Holy Trinity in Churchover but her calling grew 
and led her down the path of learning (BCD, BCMM etc.). Charon 
has also worked as a Lay Chaplain at the University Hospital 
Coventry and Warwickshire. Charon is continuing to work as a 
Mortgage Underwriter while she develops into the role of Reader.  

Karen Hatch is a Reader in the Leam Valley Benefice. A retired 
midwife, she has lived in Warwickshire for the past 21 years and 
attends church in Leamington Hastings. She has been a member of 
the PCC for almost all of that time and a churchwarden for 9 
years. She felt called to Ψdo moreΩ and has been involved in both 
Healing and ChildrenΩs ministry within the Leam Valley Benefice. 
Becoming a Licensed Reader was her next call and the Ψthe next 
logical step!Ω 

Claire Russell is a Reader at St John the Baptist, South 
Leamington. She is currently employed as Head of Music and 
Collective Worship at St JohnΩs Middle School, Bromsgrove. 
Having previously coordinated the Worship Team and Small 
Group ministries at St MaryΩs Leamington, Claire has followed 
GodΩs call to serve in her local parish church and is enjoying the 
opportunity to combine her passions for traditional catholic and 
contemporary styles of worship. She is especially looking forward 
to the opportunity to share GodΩs word, and contribute to St 
JohnΩs mission: to see GodΩs Kingdom come in South Leamington 
and to serve those most in need in the community.  

Nigel Stallard is a Reader at All SaintsΩ Church, Leek Wooton. 
Nigel has lived in Leek Wootton and worshipped regularly at All 
SaintsΩ church since 2006, having been a Christian for many years 
and been a member of a number of churches ranging from large 
and evangelical to the small and monastic. His Ψday jobΩ is a 
lecturer and researcher in medical statistics at Warwick University. 
Within the church, he has led small groups for adults, children and 
teenagers, and is looking forward to this new phase of ministry as 
a Reader.  
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Diocesan Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 

 
 

 

 

 

 

A Diocesan Pilgrimage to the Holy Land is being planned for January 2020. Led by Bishop John 

and the Revd Shelia Bridge, we hope to walk in the footsteps of Jesus, sensing the story 

coming alive for us in the very places where he lived, walked, died and rose again.  

We will be more than mere tourists. At every site we visit there will be the opportunity to 

pause, listen to Scripture and worship together, sharing a simple hymn and prayer. In addition 

we will have the opportunity to worship with our Christian brothers and sisters in Christ in 

Jerusalem as well as celebrate the Eucharist together at many holy sites. 

Our desire is that the pilgrimage will be a blessing not just to those who come along but also 

to those we meet along the way. We will be visiting and supporting a number of Christian 

charities. We will be looked after by a Christian owned and run travel company, we will stay in 

Christian pilgrim houses and eat in Christian restaurants. As Christians form such a tiny 

minority in this part of the world, this kind of economic support is invaluable. We will, of 

course, be also listening to the stories and views of other we meet in this multi-faith context. 

If you would like to know more about this diocesan pilgrimage and would like to consider 

joining us, please do come to an evening entitled άTaste of the Holy Landέ which will be held 

in St Peter and St John Church, Clifton Road Rugby on Wednesday, October 17th at 7:30 PM. 

At that event you will be able to hear more details about the itinerary and the costs. 

Brochures and booking forms for the pilgrimage will be available on that evening. Please let 

us know you are coming to that evening by emailing Kerry.Rumney@covcofe.org . If you 

would like to receive a brochure but are not able to come to that evening please also let Kerry 

know. Please note no brochures will be given out before this date and no booking can be 

made without the booking form in the brochure.  

 
Revd Shelia Bridge 

Tour Leader 


