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Prayer Diary 
December 2019 

Shower, O heavens, from above,  
and let the skies rain down righteousness; 

let the earth open, that salvation may spring up, 
and let it cause righteousness to sprout up also; 

I the Lord have created it. 
Isaiah 45:8 

 
In Christian tradition, IsaiahΩs evocative words are seen as a prophecy of the coming of 
Christ to earth like a refreshing and replenishing rain of righteousness falling upon us 
from heaven. Drop by drop, the earth is softened. Hearts are opened, new life is brought 
into being and the reign of GodΩs righteousness in individuals, families and communities 
changes the face of the planet. ItΩs infectious and virulent, spreading from person to 
person, and nation to nation. 
 
A story is told of a pastor in 19th Century Germany. Responding to the children of the 
parish school who kept on asking him, ΨIs it Christmas yetΩΣ he revived a 16th Century 
tradition and built a large wooden ring with twenty red candles and four white candles. 
The children would be able to light a red candle each weekday and a white candle each 
Sunday – the crown of light growing ever brighter, the light of the Saviour of the world 
getting nearer and nearer.  
 
Advent actually doesnΩt give us long to wait – just over three weeks. And thereΩs always 
so much to do: so much that time to prepare our hearts to 
receive Christ anew at Christmas soon becomes crowded out. 
Advent traditions – calendars, candles and such like – help us 
so slow down for a moment to open our eyes and hearts wider 
to see the Light of Light and King of Kings coming to us.  
 
As each Sunday of Advent passes and Christmas comes closer, 
my prayer is that as a diocese – and as a country – we cultivate 
our hearts to receive GodΩs greatest gift – righteousness, 
salvation, transforming love given to us in Jesus Christ. 
 

Bishop Christopher 

Coventry Winter Night Shelter 
 
Coventry Winter Night Shelter (CWNS) is a 
project run by Coventry Churches around the 
city, which provides rough sleepers with 
support, a hot meal, a safe and warm bed for 
the night and breakfast the next day. The 
project runs from 1st December – 31st March 
every year.  
 
Homelessness can affect anybody regardless of 

their nationality, religion, race, sexuality, age or gender. Those who find themselves 
street homeless are particularly vulnerable, especially in winter, so every year the 
shelter collaborates with churches around the city to host the homeless. The 
churches are there every day, seven days a week to look after twenty guests. 
 
The churches of Coventry East Deanery have been involved in this project right from 
its initial inception six years ago, recruiting volunteers and offering their buildings as 
venues free of charge despite facing their own financial constraints. This is a typical 
example of the generosity that is displayed by this deanery; meeting the practical 
needs of the most disadvantaged people around us. We will be covering Sunday 
nights this year, starting at All Saints: St Margaret at the start of December and 
transferring to St Alban at the beginning of February. 
 
Clive Hogger, venue coordinator at All Saints: St Margaret writes, άproviding a place 
of warmth and shelter to vulnerable people who might otherwise have to sleep on 
the street in the freezing cold is a privilege, not a chore, and it enables us to really 
appreciate all that God has done for us.έ 
 
Terry Jones, venue coordinator at St AlbanΩs 

says άServing the homeless at the Night 

Shelter strengthens our churchΩs commitment 

to providing comfort and care to the less 

fortunate in Coventry. It is also a real 

encouragement when the support and 

expertise we offer through the Shelter has 

enabled many clients to move into permanent 

accommodation.έ 
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Zoe Pimentel 
Vicar of St AlbanΩs, Coventry 
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Cycle of Prayer - December 2019 
With a focus on parishes and schools in Coventry East Deanery 

Sun 1   We pray for the Diocesan Board of Education, and for all schools and places of 
learning throughout the diocese; that they may celebrate the true meaning of 
Advent and Christmas together. 
*Charles de Foucauld, Hermit in the Sahara, 1916 

First Sunday of 
Advent 

  

Mon 2   
Stoke Aldermoor. Clergy: Buff Forbes Stone, Julie Watkins-Wollner. We pray 
for God's blessing upon the church members and the local community. 
Today we pray for Bishop John who is attending the West Midlands Bishops' 
meeting with Roman Catholic Bishops. 
We pray for the Diocesan Mission Fund Committee which meets today. 

    

Tue 3   We thank God for the Church Mission Society (CMS) as Bishop Christopher 
visits their base in Oxford today to lead their graduation ceremony. We pray 
for the work of CMS in spreading God's message across the globe. 
*Francis Xavier, Missionary, Apostle of the Indies, 1552     

Wed 4   
St Chad, Wood End. Clergy: Brian Nash. Readers: Brian Hewkin, Jacob 
Matumamboh. We thank God for the arrival of our new vicar. We pray for his 
clear direction for the immediate and for the long term.  
*John of Damascus, Monk , Teacher of the Faith, c.749 
*Nicholas Ferrar, Deacon, Founder of the Little Gidding Community, 1637 

    

Thu 5   
Willenhall. Clergy: Pam Howell, Charlotte Jackson. We thank God for 
community outreach opportunities, Tris Peattie (Family Link Worker), and our 
PCC Away Day. Please pray we may integrate & disciple those we connect with 
via outreach, develop church members in their gifts,  grow lay leaders and for 
God to send us a youth leader! 

    

Fri 6   
Walsgrave CofE VC Primary School. Head: K Docking. We pray for God's 
blessing on the pupils, staff, teachers and governors of this school community. 
*Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, c.326     

Sat 7   
Walsgrave-on-Sowe. Clergy: Malcolm Tyler. Readers: Lorraine Baker, Stephen 
Baker, Trefor Richards, Tony Thistlewood. We thank God those who have been 
confirmed recently and pray for their continuing life of faith. As a community 
we pray for more help with our work with young people. 
*Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, Teacher of the Faith, 397 

    

Sun 8   Today Bishop Christopher is preaching and presiding at the service of 
celebration for the restoration of zinc work in the interior of St Esprit Church 
in Marton. We give thanks for the completion of this restoration project. 
*The Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Second Sunday 
of Advent 

  

Mon 9   Whitley. Clergy: Anne Richards. We pray for God's blessing upon the church 
members and the local community. 
We pray for a carol service at HMP Rye Hill lead by Bishop John taking place 
today.     

Tue 10   
Binley Woods LEP. Clergy: Rachel Jeffreys. We rejoice in God's provision of 
Rachel Jeffreys as our new Minister, her husband Andrew and baby daughter 
Hannah. We ask for prayer that together we will know and follow God's call 
on us to take our part in His mission in Binley Woods. 
We pray for the Diocesan Audit Committee which meets today. 

    

Wed 11   
Church of The Holy Cross, Caludon. Clergy: Liz Harris. We thank God for all 
who helped celebrate our 80th anniversary year; for visits from old friends 
and special events to make God's love known in the local community. Please 
pray for all who lead ministry and mission during the ongoing interregnum, 
and for all involved in appointing a new House for Duty Vicar. 

    

Thu 12   
Today Bishop Christopher is attending the Dudley Lodge AGM in his role as 
President of Dudley Lodge. Dudley Lodge is one of the country's leading 
family assessment centres, working to keep families together when it is In the 
best interests of children to do so. We pray for the important work they do. 
We pray for the Diocesan Advisory Committee for the Care of Churches (DAC) 

    

Fri 13   
Blue Coat CofE VA School & Music College. Head: Victoria Shelley. We pray 
for God's blessing on the pupils, staff, teachers and governors of this school 
community.                                                                                                                                   
*Lucy, Martyr at Syracuse, 304 
*Samuel Johnson, Moralist, 1784 

    

Sat 14   
We pray for families for whom this Christmas season is a painful time; for 
parents who have lost sons or daughters; couples who are no longer 
together; children who are unhappy, confused or in trouble; and those who 
are alone. 
*John of the Cross, Poet, Teacher of the Faith, 1591 

    

Sun 15   Today Bishop Christopher is leading a carol service at Avon Dassett. We pray 
that as familiar carols are sung in parishes across the diocese today, the 
words and meaning of these songs would be embraced afresh by all who sing 
them. May God be glorified in our Christmas worship. 

Third Sunday of 
Advent 
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Mon 16   St Bartholomew's CofE Academy. Head: M Sharma. We pray for God's blessing 
on the pupils, staff, teachers and governors of this school community.  
We pray for a carol service at HMP Onley lead by Bishop John taking place 
today.     

Tue 17   
All Saints CofE Primary School. Head: Cara Page. We pray for God's blessing on 
the pupils, staff, teachers and governors of this school community.  
We pray for the Diocesan Board of Education which meets today. 
*O Sapientia 
*Eglantine Jebb, Social Reformer, Founder of ΨSave The ChildrenΩΣ мфну 

    

Wed 18   
Stoke St Michael. Clergy: Claire Mcarthur. Readers: Ann Brown, Janet 
Pocklington and Suzanne Sapriano. We thank God for the smooth welcome of 
our new Rector and for the individual ministry of our readers. Please pray for 
the community in which we serve and for the opportunities to engage with 
people who are struggling who need to know of the love God can offer.  

    

Thu 19   
St Marks, Coventry. Clergy: Phil Atkinson, Tom Eagles. We thank God for the 
young people who have recently come to faith at 'Friday Night Youth' events. 
Please pray for our Christmas gatherings; for Christingle and Crib services, and 
contemporary carols throughout December - that the church would be inviting 
others and that we'd see fruit in many lives. 

    

Fri 20   
St Alban, Stoke Heath. Clergy: Barney and Zoe Pimentel. We thank God for our 
new Youth Alpha group, including one boy who brings at least 2 friends every 
week. Please pray for our new church members and visitors, that they feel 
welcomed, and those that want to are integrated fully into the life of the 
church. 

    

Sat 21   This evening Coventry Cathedral will be holding their annual Service for the 
Longest Night at 6pm. The service marks the Winter Solstice and is intended 
for those whose Christmas celebrations are tinged with sadness. We pray for 
this service.      

Sun 22   
Stretton CofE Academy. Head: Susan Samra. We pray for God's blessing on the 
pupils, staff, teachers and governors of this school community.  
Today Bishop Christopher is preaching and presiding at St Andrew's Church, 
Rugby and presenting them with their gold Eco Church Award. We give thanks 
for all the hard work that has gone into achieving this award. 

Fourth Sunday 
of Advent 

  

Mon 23   
St Peter's, Hillfields. Clergy: Bee Arnold. Reader: John McCoach. We give 
thanks for a deepening spirituality, through prayer retreat days and small 
groups. We pray for GodΩs wisdom as we seek to serve Hillfields and all who 
find themselves living there from near and far. We pray that God will show us 
how to use our few resources to great effect for his kingdom. 

    

Tue 24   
We pray for the people preparing food in homeless shelters and hostels 
around the country. May their efforts to feed, clothe and give shelter bring 
God's blessing to many during this season.                                                             
We give thanks for the humble birth of Jesus Christ. God, help us to love and 
serve in humility.  

Christmas Eve   

Wed 25   
Joy to the World, the Lord is come! As we celebrate the birth of Jesus, we pray 
that many would hear and know the Lord Jesus for themselves this Christmas. 
Lord Jesus Christ, your birth at Bethlehem draws us to kneel in wonder at 
heaven touching earth: accept our heartfelt praise as we worship you, our 
Saviour and our eternal God. Amen. 

Christmas Day   

Thu 26   
All Saints, St Margaret's & St Anne's. Clergy: Clive Hogger. Readers: Mick 
Harling, Rafiq Thapar. At St Margaret's we give thanks that we are now host 
Kairos WWT as they work with vulnerable local women. At St Anne's we give 
thanks for the strengthened relationship with All Saints CofE Primary School. 
Please pray for our churchwarden, Dennis, who is poorly. 

Stephen, 
Deacon, First 

Martyr 
  

Fri 27   
Potters Green. Clergy: Mike Eaman. We continue to thank God for the success 
of "Time 4 Tea" and the fellowship and friendships being formed. Also we give 
thanks for our "First Sunday Breakfasts". Please pray for our bi-Wednesday 
"Tea Church", which is growing in attendance and appears to be meeting 
peoples needs. 

John, Apostle 
and Evangelist 

  

Sat 28   
We pray for all those who come to the Cathedral as a 'once a year' experience, 
that they may have a real encounter with God and be moved to reconsider 
questions of life and faith.  We also pray for the Cathedral congregations, that 
people may make the transition from being attenders to engaging in authentic 
community. 

The Holy 
Innocents 

  

Sun 29   
Binley. Clergy: Jon Taylor. Readers: Chris Mellers, Greg Sampson. We thank 
God for Jon's sabbatical, wonderful volunteers and the Light Party in the 
school. Please pray for fundraising for our new kitchen project so we can 
better serve our community. 
*Thomas Becket, Archbishop of Canterbury, Martyr, 1170 

First Sunday of 
Christmas 

  

Mon 30   St Mary Magdalene and Risen Christ, Wyken. Clergy: Noel Phillips. Readers: 
Jane Smith, Margaret Robinson. As the Caludon Team has ceased to be, we 
pray for the PCC and congregation as we seek guidance and direction for the 
future of the parish.     

Tue 31   
Through the busyness of Christmas we pray for all clergy, Readers and 
Licensed Lay Workers throughout the diocese. 
As 2019 passes and a new year begins, we pray for those who are needing to 
find hope, purpose and faith in the coming year.  
*John Wyclif, Reformer, 1384 
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Street Pastors 
Two years ago, our house group from Stoke St MichaelΩs had a discussion about feeling we 
need to do more outside our church. We were put in touch with the Street Pastors and one 
of us joined straight away but two of us were a bit more nervous about being in the city 
centre at night. The plan was to see how our friend got on and maybe join with the next 
intake. Sure enough over the next few months we were inevitably drawn to it and even 
managed to involve another person also, which made four of us from St MichaelΩs. Another 
18 months on and one person has moved to another parish but still patrols with us, another 
has joined and we also have a Prayer Pastor too.  
 
Our ages range from 18 to over 75. We are asked to commit to one night a month and one 
evening training session a week for 10 weeks.  
 
At least once a month on a Friday or Saturday night between the hours of 10pm to 3am we 
join with people from other churches to go into the city centre and mingle with the people 
enjoying the night time economy. WeΩre not there to preach but to άListen, Care and HelpέΣ 
in whatever shape or form that may take.  
 
I would like to talk about what a typical night consists of but each night is so different. 
Sometimes people have been enjoying themselves too much and we help them to a taxi or 
wait with them until a friend arrives. We offer people water and lolly pops. I know all too 
well how lovely it is to take uncomfortable shoes off at the end of a night so if we spot 
someone in bare feet, we offer flip flops to protect their feet from the cold or injury. 
Although we have a general walking route to follow, we do feel generally guided by God to 
where weΩre needed. WeΩve been able to give first aid while awaiting an ambulance or just 
watch a situation where someone may look vulnerable. We have stopped suicides and 
arranged shelter for the homeless. Sometimes one of the group might be in a conversation 
and the others will stand back and offer silent prayers. We also pick up any bottles or glass 
we come across to avoid it being broken or becoming a 
potential weapon and there is often an unspoken challenge 
between us to see who can find the most !  
 
Our prayer pastors support us through the night, usually from 
their home by phone. If we feel extra prayer is needed or weΩre 
called away, weΩll send a message to them and they will pray for 
the situation too.  
 
We are never without GodΩs protection. Street Pastors have a 
great opportunity to make God visible on our streets and 
engage with the community in a way that feels safe and 
opens our hearts to serve all people with the compassion Zoey, Coventry Street Pastor 

 Willenhall Summer Brunch Club 
 

St John the Divine Church in Willenhall enjoyed 

hosting many families over the summer for their 

Summer Brunch Club . As well as feeding  1400 

children, the church put on  a host of activities 

including a magic show, a petting farm, a sports 

day and a trip to GulliverΩs World, Theme Park. 

Many of the children fed at the Summer Brunch 

Club would have otherwise been victims of food 

poverty over the holidays due to their reliance on free 

school meals. 

 

A prayer for St CatherineΩs, Stoke 

Aldermoor 

Lord, last month we celebrated the 80th anniversary of 
St CatherineΩs in this place. It has been a time of 
transition and change, yet the very essence of who we 
are and why we are here has not changed and we 
continue to grow in numbers and loving fellowship. Be 
with us through our growing pains as we transform 
into the body of Christ you have already planned for 
us to be. We never cease to give thanks for all your 

blessings on this church- for the gracious outpouring of generosity on the new 
building and for the many who have supported us through this time of transition 
through prayer and financial support.  
 
We pray that we might continue to reach out to all who are in need especially the 

isolated and lonely. We ask your blessing on all who are involved in our family 

outreach programmes and for the families themselves. We thank you that people 

are finding in us a place of welcome and a place to grow in faith and fellowship by 

the power of your Spirit. Amen. 
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The Revd Pam Howells 
Minister-in-Charge  

Julie Watkins-Wollner, 
Curate at St CatherineΩs 


