Welcome to our new Safeguarding
Adviser

" Following the retirement of Carol Clarke at the end of last
year, we have welcomed Sarah Price as our new Diocesan
Safeguarding Adviser.

L4

) 4 Sarah grew up in Coventry before going to the University of
Exeter to study a BA in Childhood and Youth Studies. Whilst
~ there she was involved in a charitable organisation
Community Action which supported vulnerable children,
young people and adults. Sarah was a member of their

| committee and led projects for vulnerable children.

Sarah’s voluntary work led her to pursue a vocation in Social Work. Following her
degree she moved to Nottingham to study an MA in Social Work at the University of
Nottingham. During her course she gained experience including supporting adults
with moderate to severe learning disabilities and working with the Youth Justice
Service. After gaining her qualification she joined Nottingham City Council and has
worked in a variety of social work roles including child protection and early
intervention services. Sarah was also a practice educator supporting and mentoring
social work students. In her last role she was managing a child protection team
responsible for working with children who are identified to be at risk.

Sarah has a passion for social justice, during her time in Nottingham she was involved
in a number of projects as part of her local church including setting up a soup run
which supported adults who were vulnerable due to issues including homelessness
and substance misuse. Sarah has also been involved in other areas of ministry
including children’s work and pastoral support. Sarah permanently moved back to
Coventry in 2019 and is a member of St Marks Church in Coventry. Sarah in her spare
time enjoys being creative, staying active and travel.

We are excited to welcome Sarah to the diocese, please pray for her as she settles
into her new role.
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Prayer Diary

February 2020

Valuing older people

At the beginning of January, | saw a tweet from a former
colleague. He had been to visit a lady who is 104 and she
had asked if she could pray for him. That had made his
day and given him a real boost for the New Year. There is
a tendency in our society to devalue the gift and wisdom
of older people, and they in turn can feel that they have
nothing to offer. That is sad as their contribution can be
really valuable and, certainly in my experience of parish
ministry, those of 80+ often give enormous commitment
to the Church as well as to wider community service.

At the beginning of February we celebrate the Feast of
Candlemas, the occasion when Jesus was brought to the
temple to be presented to the Lord and the story in Luke 2 (vv22-40) introduces us to
two older people, Simeon and Anna. Simeon is described as being righteous and
devout and we are told that Anna, a widow, never left the temple but worshipped
day and night, fasting and praying. What incredible devotion! Both were waiting for
this moment when they would see Jesus, the hope and light of the world — the one
who would bring salvation and redemption. The window here from St Mary in
Charnwood, Nanpantan, Loughborough, depicts this scene with Simeon’s words
‘mine eyes have seen thy salvation’.

As well as reminding me of the valuable and significant contribution that older
people can offer within the life of the Church, this story also challenges me in the
midst of busyness, to stop, to listen and to be still. This attentiveness to God through
prayer and worship enabled Simeon and Anna to recognize the presence of God in
Jesus. May we too learn that prayerful attentiveness to God so that we recognize

Jesus at work and present in our world today. The Venerable Sue Field

Archdeacon Pastor
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Southam Deanery in 2020

“though you are but small .... “

Welcome to the smallest of our deaneries, but one that is looking ahead into the
new year with new ideas and new hope. This current year will see more changes in
personnel as we make new additions to our small dedicated team. So please pray for
us as decisions are taken and appointments made, that God will strengthen the team
and bring new gifts and opportunities through this process.

We continue to work together in mission and ministry, finding that a collaborative
approach gives strengths that otherwise would be lacking if we worked more on our
own. Our plan of mission events across the age groups, training and inspiration
evenings, and deanery worship events continues, and our prayer is that more people
will be drawn closer to faith in the Lord Jesus as we point people to Him in what we
do.

The Deanery Mission Team continues to spearhead our joint events and
programmes, drawn from people across the deanery with mission very much on their
hearts. Do please pray for this team too as steps forward inevitably mean spiritual
opposition, and the kicks can be devastating!

We continue to support a rural model of Foodbank, which delivers much needed
help rather than expect people to struggle to any of the centres when transport can
be erratic. The work of signposting and support continues beyond the first contact
food parcels. We also have great local support from Tesco in this support
programme, and are very grateful for their generosity.

We embark this year, in earnest, on our Deanery Plan. This is challenging us all to
look ahead and see where the church needs to be over the next 10 years, and where
resources need to be focused. The current rural model is stretched to the limit and in
some cases, breaking apart, so trying to maintain what we currently face may not be
a good solution ... so prayer for Godly vision and inspiration would be very welcome.
We want to build His church here into the next generation.

Martin Green
Area Dean of Southam Deanery
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Monthly Men’s Breakfast

' As a new decade dawns, it seems amazing that our
first meeting took place back in February 2000.
Originally it was held at the Stoneythorpe Hotel in

2\ Southam, but its closure and conversion to a

Ly wedding venue in 2009 meant we were homeless!

Undaunted we found a new location: Ufton Village
Hall and Roger Lane volunteered to man the kitchen.
The other two members of the breakfast triumvirate
are Barry Parker and lan Crowther and together they have grown attendance from single
figures to a maximum of thirty - all sitting down to ‘Chef Roger’s Full English for a fiver’ -
with even a waiting list on occasion.

Originally, talks were on a religious theme, but now we listen to a range of topics: work in
charities, both christian and secular, authors, some nationally recognised, clergy from the
local area, Olympic Games volunteers, experts on HS2 and more. Martin Pleasance’ s Talk
on Body Language had us enthralled and though Gwen Zanzottera’s Talk “Topless in
Stratford” did cause some members’ wives to look askance, her anecdotal and hilarious
description of life as a guide on top of a tour bus revealed all —in the nicest possible way.

Gwen was just one of the many female speakers we have welcomed over the years and
Inspector Allison Wiggins from Warwickshire Police is our first Speaker in 2020. We also
delight in hearing talks from members of the group and their topics have ranged far and
wide, from life in a boarding school to a charity cycle ride to Rome

The key to our success is the mantra ‘Fun, Friendship and Laughter’ which every occasion
delivers in. Members come from far and wide: not just Southam and Ufton, but
Leamington, Warwick, Daventry and their surrounding villages.

Our sole costs are rent and provisions, which means we give every speaker a cheque for

the charity of their choice. In 2019 that generated £970 for worthy causes, so not only
did we enjoy ourselves thoroughly, we also helped others less fortunate.....

Martin Green
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Mon 24

At the start of Fairtrade Fortnight we give thanks to God for the progress made
in ensuring a fairer wage for all. We pray for all who shop where Fairtrade
goods are for sale, that God would grant us an understanding of the impact of
our choices.

Tue 25

Radford Semele Primary School. Headteacher: Katie Benson. We pray for God's
blessing upon the pupils, teachers, staff and governors in this school
community.

We pray for the Bishop's Study Day which takes place today.

Cycle of Prayer - February 2020

With a focus on parishes and schools in Southam Deanery

Wed 26

Ash
Wednesday

St James' C of E Primary School, Southam. Executive Headteacher: Alison Hine.
Head of School: Mrs Kathy Palmizi. We pray for God's blessing upon the pupils,
teachers, staff and governors in this school community.

Satl

Southam and Ufton. Clergy: Vikki Bisiker. Reader: Stephen Adams. We
continue to thank God for his faithfulness and provision, both in the big
picture and his plan for St James. Please pray for us to stay faithful to God'’s
plans for us as a church family.

*Brigid, Abbess of Kildare, c.525

Thu 27

We pray for Bishop Christopher who is chairing the Church of England's Faith
and Order Commission today.

We pray for the Diocesan Advisory Committee for the Care of Churches (DAC).
*George Herbert, Priest, Poet, 1633

Sun 2

Presentation of
Christ in the
Temple

As we celebrate the Presentation of Christ in the Temple, we thank God for
the faithfulness of Simeon and Anna. We pray that we would learn how to
reflect God's light in the communities in which we live, work and learn.

We also pray for the service of baptism and confirmation taking place at HMP
Onley today led by Bishop John.

Fri 28

Today is Rare Disease Day, a day to raise awareness about diseases that affect
less than 1 in 2000 people. Cures or treatments are not often available for
people with rare diseases, and some people have to wait years for a diagnosis.
We pray for greater understanding of rare diseases.

Mon 3

Today the Revd Andy Larkin is being licensed by Bishop John as Priest in
Charge of Barford with Wasperton and Sherbourne, Hampton Lucy with
Charlecote and Loxley. We pray for Andy and his family as they settle into life
in Barford.

*Anskar, Archbishop of Hamburg, Missionary in Denmark & Sweden, 865

Sat 29

St Lawrence C of E Primary School, Napton-on-the-Hill. Headteacher: John
Brine. We pray for God's blessing upon the pupils, teachers, staff and
governors in this school community.

We pray for the Men’s Breakfast in Ufton Village Hall taking place this
morning, and for Bishop John who is speaking at it.

Tue 4

Today is World Cancer Day. Under the tagline, 'l am. | will.' World Cancer Day
2020 will explore how everyone can play a part in reducing the global burden
of cancer. We ask God to guide our reflections on what we can do to make a
difference to the fight against cancer.

*Gilbert of Sempringham, Founder of the Gilbertine Order, 1189

Wed 5

We pray for the vulnerable children in our country, their families and the
work of organisations like Home for Good. Pray for their work with various
Local Authorities across the country, that they would see more people step
forward to foster children and teenagers in their area.

We pray for the Bishop's Core Staff Residential taking place this week.

Thu 6

Today is ‘Safer Internet Day’, which promotes safe and responsible use of the
internet. The aim is to teach young people about how to keep themselves
safe online. We pray for young people known to us; that God may keep them
safe when using the internet.

*The Martyrs of Japan, 1597
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Fri7

Today is 'Time to Talk Day', a day to bring the nation together to break the
silence around mental health problems. Mental health problems affect one in
four people yet people are still afraid to talk about them. We pray that this
day brings greater awareness of mental health problems and gives people the
courage to talk about their mental health.
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Sat 8

Harbury & Ladbroke. Clergy: Ann Mulley, Bob Clucas, Martin Wright. Readers:
Alison Abbott, Gemma Took, Peter Took. We thank God for the growth of our
children and youth work which now covers birth to 18. Please pray that in the
vacancy Ann and Bob will be sustained and that we will hear and obey God as
we make decisions.

Sun 9

Third Sunday
before Lent

The Bridges Group. Clergy: Gillian Roberts, Carol Newborn, Celia Parkes, Claire
Maxim. Reader: Peter Jackson. We thank God for a sense of increasing
involvement by church members in our local communities. Please pray for
wisdom as we plan for the long-term future of the Group.

Sun 16

Second Sunday
before Lent

We thank God for the work of our local fire and rescue services. We pray for
lead chaplain to Warwickshire Fire & Rescue, Henry Jerwood and his team.
Today Bishop John is leading a confirmation service at St John the Divine,
Willenhall. We pray for the candidates being confirmed. We pray that their
faith will be broadened as they go out in the Spirit.

From the 17th to the 19th of February, Bishop John is co-chairing a meeting of

Mon 10 AsGeneral Synod meets this week, we thank God for our Diocesan
representatives, both clergy and lay, and pray for the on-going conversations
and challenges faced by the governing body of the Church of England.
*Scholastica, sister of Benedict, Abbess of Plombariola, c.543
We thank God for those who write songs and hymns for us to use in worship.

Tue 11

We praise God for the wide variety of music available to us and for the songs
and hymns that have helped us in our faith journey. We pray that God would
stir us in musical worship and bless all those who lead, sing and play
instruments.

Mon 17 the Reuilly Contact Group, a dialogue group for Anglicans and French
Protestants. We pray that relationships are deepened through this meeting.
We pray for the Bishop's Council which meets today.
*Janani Luwum, Archbishop of Uganda, Martyr, 1977
We thank God for the work of the Coventry Refugee and Migrant Centre
Tue 18

(CRMC). We pray for the therapy services they provide, aimed at helping CRMC
clients who may have been affected by traumatic experiences. Many have
escaped violence in their home countries where they may have been tortured
or seen loved ones jailed or killed.

Wed 12

We pray for the Diocesan Mission Fund committee as it seeks to make grants
available to parishes and deaneries engaging in mission. We thank God for the
lives that have been transformed by an encounter with God through many
different supported projects. We ask God to stir up a desire and heart for
mission in individuals and communities across the diocese.

Wed 19

Today and tomorrow Bishop Christopher is chairing the residential meeting of
the coordinating group of the Church of England's Living in Love & Faith
project. We pray for wisdom for all involved with this project.

Thu 13

Bishop's Itchington and Radford Semele. Clergy: Martin Green. We pray for
God's blessing upon the church members and the local community.
We pray for the Glebe Committee which meets this afternoon.

Thu 20

We pray for those who are unable to leave their homes. We ask God to give
encouragement and friendship for those who feel alone.

We pray for pupils and staff of schools who are on half term this week and
next. We pray for young people who struggle with school, have been
suspended, excluded and for those who offer them support and care.

Fri 14

At the end of Go Green Week, we thank God for this complex and beautiful
planet, ask for forgiveness for the times we have abused the resources
provided for us and ask God to help us develop a better attitude to the planet.
*Cyril and Methodius, Missionaries to the Slavs, 869 and 885

*Valentine, Martyr at Rome, c.269

Fri21

During National Heart Month we pray for the 2.6million people around the UK
suffering with Coronary Heart Disease. We thank God for the British Heart
Foundation and other organisations offering support to many, and investing in
care and treatment developments for the future.

Sat 15

Long Itchington & Marton. Clergy: Jane Everitt. We pray for God's blessing
upon the church members and the local community.

*Sigfrid, Bishop, Apostle of Sweden, 1045

*Thomas Bray, Priest, Founder of the SPCK and the SPG, 1730

Sat 22

Harbury C of E Primary School. Headteacher: Kate Guymer. We pray for God's
blessing upon the pupils, teachers, staff and governors in this school
community.

We pray for all those involved with recruiting a new Diocesan Director of
Education to replace Canon Linda Wainscot who is retiring in July.
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Sun 23

Sunday next
before Lent

Long Itchington C of E Primary School. Executive Headteacher: Alison Hine.
Head of School: Rebecca Richards. We pray for God's blessing upon the pupils,
teachers, staff and governors in this school community.

*Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, Martyr, c.155
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